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 FAO highlights in a State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture the critical 
importance of fisheries and aquaculture for the food, nutrition and 
employment of millions of people, many of whom struggle to maintain 
reasonable livelihoods.  

 Blue growth is the long term EU strategy to support sustainable growth in the 
marine and maritime sectors as a whole. It is also an innovative, integrated 
and multisectoral approach to the management of aquatic resources 
aimed at maximizing the ecosystem goods and services obtained from the 
use of oceans, while also providing 

   envirnomental, social and economic benefits. 

 



FISHERIES’ LOCAL ECOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE (FLEK)  

 Changes in marine, both benthic and pelagic, habitats have been, due to the various 

reasons,  going on for a long time 

 Fishers,  as the main suppliers of seafood, have a great knowledge about the state of local 

marine envirnoment and organisms’ today as well as in the past  

 However, these knowledge is often unrecorded and 

    is especially important in countries where scientific data  

    on marine biodiversity and fisheries landing are lacking 

 

 

 

 

 



FLEK COURSE OVERVIEW: 

 The aim of the course is to familiar students with interdisciplinary 

approach to marine environment and fisheries management. 

 Within this course students will plan and analyse questionnaires 

for fishers to gain a better knowledge of local marine resources, 

as well as identify the most significant fishers problems and assess 

its causes. They will also learn how to explain the long term 

changes in marine environment, regarding fisheries but also 

climate change and evaluate possibilities for local ecosystem 

based fisheries management. 

 Hence, through the Fisheries local ecological knowledge (FLEK) 

course students will learn how to use and include fishers’ 

knowledge which is very important, especially in the countries 

where long period fisheries data are rare, for better 

management and sustainable fisheries in the Mediterranean 

region and broader.  

 






