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Welcome to the third newsletter of the 
project Blue Education for Sustainable 
Management of Aquatic Resources – BLUE 
SMART. 

Some of the topics within third newsletter 
are: 

 

5th project meeting 

On 30th May 2017, the fifth BLUE SMART 
project meeting was held. All the activities are 
progressing as planned, and project partners 
have directed special attention to creation of 
the website! 
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WWF Adria 

WWF Adria is one of the BLUE SMRT project 
partners. It is one of world's leading 
organisations for nature protection. Learn 
more about WWF Adria! 
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European Maritime Day 

BLUE SMART project team actively 
participated in the European Maritime Day 
conference, held on 18th and 19th May 2017 
in Poole, the United Kingdom. This year, the 
conference was geared to corporate social 
responsibility as a key dimension of sea 
sustainability. 
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Marine litter cleanup in NP 
Telašćica 

Another marine litter cleanup of the sea 
bottom in Nature Park Telašćica was 
completed on 20th May, 2017. This year, not 
so much litter was collected, thanks to the 
maintained tradition of the marine cleanup in 
this area. BLUE SMART project team also 
participated in this praiseworthy activity. 
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aMore 

 
The first 
festival 
of art, 
culture, 
science, sports and entertainment began on 8th 
June and ended on 25th June 2017.  
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TV special ''MORE'' 

Project Blue Education for Sustainable 
Management of Aquatic Resources – BLUE 
SMART was introduced on Croatian National TV in 
the show called ''MORE''. 
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The fifth BLUE SMART project meeting was 
held on 30th May 2017. The meeting took 
place at the University of Zadar,  Department 
for Ecology, Agronomy and Aquaculture, the 
Leading Partner of the project. As usual,  
project meeting was attended by all partner 
institutions. During the meeting partners 
discussed the progress of project activites so 
far and the development of future activities.  

Objective of the meeting was to evaluate 
progress made so far and to ensure detailed  
elaboration of the activities that are yet to 
come. Special attention was dedicated to the 
elaboration of dissemination activities 
preceded in June (project presentation within 
expert panel ˝Novigrad Mussel 3˝ in Novigrad 
and discourse about sustainable fisheries and 
fishery products on ˝aMORE – festival of the 
Sea˝ in Poreč) 

It is a special pleasure to announce BLUE 
SMART project website that is currently 
under construction. Current visual identity of 
the website and visual identity of the project 

were presented by WWF Adria. Stay tuned, 
we will be available soon on new web page!   

 
 All BLUE SMART project activities 

are progressing as planned  
 During June there were two 

dissemination activities within 
expert panel ˝Novigrad Mussel 3˝ 
and ˝aMORE-festival of the Sea˝ in 
Poreč 

 Project website will be available 
soon.The BLUE SMART team is 
diligently working on enabling it 
 

 

 BLUE SMART- WEBSITE 

Stay tuned! BLUE SMART project website 
will be available soon!  

BLUE SMART team under leadership od 
WWF Adria is working diligently on creating 
website. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT OUR 
FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/BlueSmartPR/ 

 

Cromaris je tvrtka koja se bavi uzgojem, preradom i prodajom autohtone jadranske ribe i školjki. Osnovana je 2009. godi ne spaj anjem pionira hrvatske i europske marikulture Cenmara, Marimirne i Marikulture Istra. 

WWF Adria is a non-governmental organization 
officially established in 2015 with the aim to achieve 
significant contribution in biodiversity conservation 
within the region as a part of the Mediterranean and 
Danube-Carpathian ecoregion.  It was founded by 

WWF International through the WWF’s 
Mediterranean Programme in the Mediterranean. 
WWF Adria works across the region in Albania, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Croatia, 
Kosovo, Macedonia, Slovenia and Serbia. It strives 
to bring the world’s best experiences in nature 
conservation and sustainable development with 
local application by taking into account the 
specificities and needs of local communities. 

Over the past fifteen years many partnerships have 
been made with non-governmental organizations 
such as Dinarica, Green Home, Mladi istraživači 
Srbije, Eko-Most, Sunce, INCA, Zelena akcija, 
Zeleni Osijek, Zelena Istra, Greenpeace Croatia, 
BIOM, Žmergo and NGO Coalition Dravska liga.  

Through its numerous projects, WWF Adria 
promotes the establishment and proper 
management of protected areas, encourages 
revitalization and protection of river ecosystems 
and wetlands, works on the advancement of 

processes for declaring high conservation value 
forests, develops sustainable tourism in  marine 
protected areas, conducts educational campaigns 
to raise awareness of children and adults about 
environmental problems, conducts trainings and 
experience exchange workshops for employees of 
protected areas and relevant institutions, for 
representatives from non-governmental 
organisations, as well as for corporations to raise 
awareness of the principles of sustainable 
development and socially responsible business.  

Within the project Blue Education for 
Sustainable Management of Aquatic 
Resources – BLUE SMART WWF Adria has the 
role of a project partner.   

5th BLUE SMART project 

meeting 

WWF Adria  

 
Vision of the  WWF Adria- Think globally, act locally'' 
 

https://www.facebook.com/BlueSmartPR/
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European Maritime Day 2017 
This year, European Maritime Day was dedicated to 
corporate responsibility as a key dimension of the sea 
sustainability 

 

Stakeholder workshops 
European Maritime Day included workshops with four 
main themes:  1) Innovation and Growth 2) People and 
Skills 3) Safety and Security 4) Sustainability and 
Governance 

 

 
 

  

cca 1.000 participants  

during two day European Maritime Day 

 

  

27 workshops 
with four different themes  

 

 

 

This year marked the 10th anniversary of the 
EU's Integrated Maritime Policy. 
Consequently, European Maritime Day was 
organized and hosted in Poole, UK, on 18th 
and 19th May 2017. It was two-day conference 
called ''The Future of our Seas''. High-level 
sessions and stakeholder workshops 
attracted delegates and experts from across 
Europe and beyond. 

As the European Commissioner for 
Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, 
Karmenu Vella remarked in his opening 
speech: the European Maritime Day is a 
showcase of European innovation. He 
stressed that healthy marine ecosystems 
impact positively on the quality of life of EU 
citizens. 

This year's conference introduced corporate 
responsibility as a pivotal dimesion of ocean 
sustainability. Together with the conference, 
almost 30 other public events were organised 
across the EU to celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of the European Maritime Day, 
the so-called Events in Europe. 

A core topic throughout the European 
Maritime Day was data and information 
sharing, recognising the need for further 
efforts to collate, manage, analyse and 
disseminate maritime data in order to unlock 
new solutions for ocean sustainability, 
innovation and growth. 

The programme included 27 stakeholder 
workshops with four core themes: 1) 
Innovation and Growth 2) People and Skills 3) 
Safety and Security 4) Sustainability and 
Governance. The enthusiasm and 
collaborative approach were palpable 
throughout the whole conference. 

During the conference, attractive plenary 
sessions were organised in order to 
contribute to the exchange of experience 
and active involvement in discussions related 
to the  project implementation within Blue 
Economy. The most popular theme for 
workshops  with 10 delivered sessions across 
the whole spectrum of innovation and 
growth measures, policies, funding and 
practices was Innovations and Growth. Best 
practices were presented during the 
presentation. They enabled participants to 
gain different insight into actions within 
scope.  Four themes were prevalent across the 
workshops: 

 Boosting blue growth and 
innovation through a stronger EU 
strategic orientation; 

 Consolidating and moving beyond 
geographical concentration; 

 Positioning Ocean Literacy as a 
driver of growth and innovation and 

 Enhanced data sharing measures to 
optimize growth and innovation 
opportunities. 

A total of six workshops were organised 
around the  ''Sustainability and Governance''. 
The topics 
discussed were 
wide ranging, 
including 
marine plastics, 
smart port 
cities, sustainable fishing, maritime air 
pollution, maritime spatial planning and 
innovative approaches to marine 
environment management. 

Conference also included seven workshops  
and five presentations on ''People and Skills'', 
covering three main topics: Ocean Literacy, 
Marine Data  and Education and Skills. 

''Safety and Security'' workshop was 
recognized as a key enabler of the Blue 
Growth strategy. 

Opening of calls for proposals within 
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund was 
announced.       

 

 

 

European Maritime Day – Poole 2017 

 

European Maritime Day 
18th and 19th of May 2017, Poole, United Kingdom 
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aMORE – festival of the Sea 
in Poreč 

In the atrium of the local museum Poreštine, 
on June 13, 2017, there was official opening of 
the festival where art, culture, science, sports 
and entertainment are intertwined - aMore.  
The aim of the festival is to draw attention to 
the environmental, social and cultural 
landscape of marine ecosystems, as well as to 
the causes of their degradation, all for the 
purpose of their preservation.  

Official opening of the aMore festival in Poreč 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Two exhibitions were opened as part of the 
ceremony: a group photo exhibition "Sea 
opportunities", featuring about forty authors, 
and a multimedia exhibition "Where the sea 
begins" featuring five authors.   
The aim of the festival is to raise the level of 
public awareness and to improve the 
relationship that the local community, visitors 
and tourists develop and nurture with the sea. 
Also, the festival wants to encourage 
networking and support all initiatives that in 
any way relate to the sea and contribute to its 
protection and valorisation.  
The experts from the Ruđer Bošković Institute 
(Rovinj), the Institute for Agriculture and 
Tourism (Poreč), WWF Adria (Zagreb) and 
from S.I.C. (Višnjan) have provided 
professional lectures on the current status 
and importance of marine ecosystems and 
the possibilities for their sustainable 
management.  

 
 
 
 
On June 20, in the framework of the 
professional lectures, Patrik Krstinić and 
Danijel Kanski presented the project 
BlueEducation for Sustainable Management of  
Aquatic Resources - BLUE SMART, which 
emphasized the importance of sustainable 
water resource management. 
In addition to the above mentioned activities 
at the festival, there was a chance to hear 
"Stories about the sea" - for the youngest. All 
interested had the opportunity to paddle and 
to sail with the leadership of the Horizont 
Sailing Club and the Adriaco Rowing Club.  
At the small lighthouse, a marine litter 
cleanup was organised by the diving club Zeus 
Faber and  MINA - Pula Underwater Research 
Society. The first edition of the festival was 
closed with the poetry reading about the Sea 
by guests Gaetano Benčić, Drago Orlić, Rade 
Vojinović and Budimir Žižovića. 

 

Expert panel named ''Novigradska dagnja 3'' 
(Novigrad Mussel 3) was held on 24 th July 
2017 in the Saint Catherine's church in 
Novigrad. The expert meeting was organized 
by Municipality of Novigrad in cooperation 
with Zadar County Rural Development 
Agency (AGRRA), shellfish breeders’ 
association Novigrad Mussel and Fishery 
Local Action Group Three Seas. Fishery Local 
Action Group Three Seas and Blue Education 
for Sustainable Management of Aquatic 
Resources – BLUE SMART project were 
presented during the panel. This year, as well 
as in the last  few years,  

 

breeding of the shellfish, healthy 
seafood and effective mariculture  
were promoted.  

 

Shellfish breeders’ association 
Novigrad in the cooperation with the 
University of Zadar is working on the 
protection of origin and branding  for this kind 
of seafood delicacies. 

On the same day, a gastro-touristic event 
named ''okusi novigradske dagnje'' (tastes of 
Novigrad mussel) was organized by Touris 
Board of the Municipality of Novigrad. The 
event was organized with the financial 
support of Tourist Board of Zadar County and 
organizers of the expert panel Novigrad 
Mussel 3. As a part of the event, 500 kilos of 
Novigrad mussels were prepared and shared 
among guests on Novigrad's waterfront.  

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

9 out of 10 mussels in Europe are grown mussels  
and the Novigrad Sea is the richest hunting 
ground of the wild mussels in the Republic of 
Croatia. 

 

 

 

Novigrad Mussel 3 – 

expert panel 
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The Public Institution Telašćica Nature Park in 
cooperation with Diving Club Zadar and 
Underwater Science and Technology Study 
(UNIZD) organized marine litter cleanup in 
the area of the Nature Park Telašćica on 20th  
May 2017.  

The cooperation between the Public 
Institution of Telascica and Diving Club Zadar 
started in 2000 as a part of the project "Cities 
along the Sea" when an action was organized 
to clean and rehabilitate the bay of Mir.  

 

 

After that action, the problem of litter at the 
seabed and the need for regular marine 
cleanups were noticed, as well as the need for 
raising awareness of the local population and 
visitors. Over the years, other diving clubs 
have joined the cleanups, supported by the 
Croatian Diving Association, the Ministry of 
Maritime Affairs, Transport and 
Communications, the Croatian Cultural 
Engineering Community, the ŠRD Kornat, the 
DVD Sali, the Sali Tourist Board, the Jarak Guc 
Association and the local population of Dugi 
otok.  

As a part of this action, the project 
BlueEducation for Sustainable Management 
ofAquatic Resources – BLUE SMART of the 
University of Zadar was presented. In co-
operation with WWF Adria, a lecture on the 
current challenges and threats that the sea 
and the oceans are exposed today is entitled 
"Sustainable Ecosystem Management - 
Future Challenges". The lecture was held by 
Patrik Krstinić from WWF. 

The lecture provided an analysis of the future 
challenges facing the marine ecosystems and 
the blue economy today with a special 
emphasis on the Adriatic Sea.  

 

Marine ecosystems on Earth today are more 
than ever faced with many issues such as 
climate change, marine litter, invasive 
species, rising tourism, irresponsible fishing 
and unsustainable aquaculture. 

. 

 

 

From 2000 to the present day, in the 
mentioned area Telašćica, as a part of cleanup 
actions, about 60,000 kg of waste have been 
removed. Thanks to long-standing actions, 
this year, less litter was collected than in 
previous years. Marine litter endangers not 
only the health of our seas and shores, but 
also our economy and community. Most of 
the marine litter in the Mediterranean is 
produced by land activities. Despite the 
powerful appearance of marine ecosystems, 

the importance of the sea to maintain life on 
Earth is irreplaceable and therefore we need 
to keep it. It is, for that reason, extremely 
important to start raising awareness of the 
significance of prevention in addressing the 
problem of marine litter. 

 

Participants of the ecological cleaning 
action of the Nature Park Telašćica  

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Marine litter cleanup in NP Telašćica 
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TV special ''MORE'' 

 

On 28th May 2017, project  Blue Education for 
Sustainable Management of Aquatic Resources 
– BLUE SMART was introduced on Croatian 
National TV in a show called ''MORE''. 

The TV show ''MORE'' usually brings all the 
news and updates relevant for the Croatian 
side of the Adriatic sea. The show has had the 
same form since the day they started running 
on TV. There have always been stories about 
sailors, fishermen, ordinary people and lives 
they are living by and with the sea.  

In the report, shorter than three minutes, 
project partners have introduced the project 
BLUE SMART. 

 

 

 

The project was presented by Associate 
Professor Bosiljka Mustać, Assistant 
Professor Ivan Župan, Ana Zubčić and Slavica 
Čolak Ph.D. 

Associate Prof. Bosiljka Mustać started with a 
few words about the project and European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund from which 
project is co-financed. 

Ana Zubčić mentioned overall objective of the 
project and pointed out annual objectives. 
During the first year of the project, new 
university course called ''Sustainable 
management of  aquatic ecosystem'' will be 
opened at the University of  Zadar. 

 

 

 

 

 

During the second year, a training course for 
people working in the blue economy will be 
developed. The training course will also be 
suitable for all the people from Zadar County 
who tend to work in that sector. 

Project details were presented by the Head of 
the Department for Ecology, Agronomy and 
Aquaculture, and also Project Manager, 
Associate Prof. Bosiljka Mustać, then Slavica 
Čolak Ph.D from Cromaris, Danijel Kanski, 
advisor for  fisheries from WWF Adria, and 
finally Ana Zubčić from AGRRA, whose 
expertise in writing and submitting project 
proposals resulted with financial support  and 
realization of this project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE INFORMATIONS ABOUT PROJECT: 

Bosiljka Mustać, project manager 

University of  Zadar 
Mihovila Pavlinovića 1 
23000 Zadar, Croatia 
Tel: 023 200 845 
e-mail: bmustac@unizd.hr 

 

SOURCE 

HRT Radio Zadar 

 

https://www.facebook.com/radiozadar/videos/1120120288092107/ 

From the media 

BLUE SMART – BLUE EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF AQUATIC RESOURCES 

FOLLOW US: FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

 

 

BLUE EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF AQUATIC RESOURCES – BLUE SMART 
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